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10) |EI The drawing(s) filed on 3/18/04 is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 



1 . Claims 1 and 2 provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 and 2 of 
copending Application No. 10/175,402 . 

The difference between claims 1-2 of the present application and claims 1 and 2 
of copending Application No. 10/175,402 is that claims 1 and 2 copending Application 
No. 10/175,402 further recite a reproducing means for reproducing the video and 
audio from the medium . However, it is noted that eliminating a part is obvious t one 
of ordinary skill in the art. See Elimination of an element and its function—In re Karlson, 
153 USPQ 184 (CCPA 1963). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify claims 1 and 2 of copending Application No. 10/175,402 by 
eliminating the reproducing means from claims 1 and 2 of copending Application No. 
10/175,402 to produce claims 1 and 2 of the present application . 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection. 

2. Claims 1 -7 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 -4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,668,135 in view 
of Taira et al (EP0737980 A2). 

The difference between claims 1-7 of the present application and claims 1-4 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,668,135 is that claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,668,135 do not 
specifically teach that that the management information further include a start 
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address of the program chain that is being recited claims 1-7 of the present 
application . Taira teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for recording audio 
and video data in a file and management information in an area of a medium having 
means for generating a start address of a program chain (Figs. 71-72) . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify claims 1 -4 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,668,135 with Taira by providing the claims 1- 4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,668,135 with 
a generating means as taught by Taira for generating a start address of the program 
chain thereby accurately access a program chain and to produce claims 1-7 of the 
present application . 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 4 and 7-8 of U.S. Patent No. 6,560, 
407 in view of Taira et al (EP0737980 A2). 

The difference between claims 1-7 of the present application and claims 1 and 4 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,560,407 is that claims 1,4 and 7-8 of U.S. Patent No. 6,560,407 
do not specifically teach that that the management information further include a 
start address of the program chain that is being recited claims 1-7 of the present 
application . Taira teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for recording audio 
and video data in a file and management information in an area of a medium having 
means for generating a start address of a program chain (Figs. 71-72) . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify claims 1,4 and 7-8 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,560,407 with Taira by providing the claims 1,4 and 7-8 of U.S. Patent 
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No. 6,560,407 with a generating means as taught by Taira for generating a start 
address of a program chain thereby accurately accessing the program chain and to 
produce claims 1-7 of the present application . 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 3 and 4-5 of U.S. Patent No. 6,385,389 
in view of Taira et al (EP0737980 A2). 

The difference between claims 1-7 of the present application and claims 3 and 4 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,385,389 is that claims 1 ,3 and 4-5 of U.S. Patent No. 6,385,389 
do not specifically teach that that the management information further include a 
start address of the program chain that is being recited claims 1 -7 of the present 
application. Taira teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for recording audio and 
video data in a file and management information in an area of a medium having 
means for generating a start address of a program chain (Figs. 71-72) . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify claims 1,3 and 4 -5 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,385,389 with Taira by providing the claims 1,3 and 4 -5 of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,385,389 with a generating means as taught by Taira for generating a start 
address of a program chain thereby accurately access the program chain and to 
produce claims 1-7 of the present application . 
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5. Claims 1-7 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1,2,4 and 6 of U.S. Patent No. 6,674,959 
in view of Taira et al (EP0737980 A2). 

The difference between claims 1-7 of the present application and claims 1 and 2 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,674,959 is that claims 1 ,2 and 4-6 of U.S. Patent No. 6,674,959 
do not specifically teach that that the management information further include a 
start address of the program chain that is being recited claims 1 ,2 and 4-6 of the 
present application. Taira teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for recording 
audio and video data in a file and management information in an area of a medium 
having means for generating a start address of a program chain (Figs. 71-72). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify claims 1 and 2 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,674,959 with Taira by providing the claims 1,2 and 4-6 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,674,959 with a generating means as taught by Taira for generating a 
start address of a program chain thereby accurately accessing the program chain 
and to produce claims 1-7 of the present application . 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2 and 3-4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,671,458 
in view of Taira et al (EP0737980 A2). 

The difference between claims 1-7 the present application and claims 1-2 and 
3-4 of U.S. Patent No. of U.S. Patent No. 6,671,458 is that claims 1-2 and 3-4 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,671,458 do not specifically teach that that the management 
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information further include a start address of the program chain that is being recited 
claims 1-7 of the present application . Taira teaches a recording/ reproducing 
apparatus for recording audio and video data in a file and management information 
in an area of a medium having means for generating a start address of a program 
chain (Figs. 71-72) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to 
modify claims 1-2 and 3-4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,671,458 with Taira by providing the 
claims 1-2 and 3-4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,671,458 with a generating means as taught 
by Taira for generating a start address of a program chain thereby accurately 
accessing the program chain and to produce claims 1-7 of the present application . 

7. Claim 7 is rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,532,336 in view of 
Taira et al (EP0737980 A2). 

The difference between claim 7 of the present application and claim 1 of U.S. 
Patent No. of U.S. Patent No. 6,532,336 is that claimsl of U.S. Patent No. 6,532,336 
do not specifically teach that that the management information further include a 
start address of the program chain that is being recited claim 1 of the present 
application . Taira teaches a recording/ reproducing apparatus for recording audio 
and video data in a file and management information in an area of a medium having 
means for generating a start address of a program chain (Figs. 71-72) . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill the art to modify claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,532,336 with Taira by providing the claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,532,336 with a 
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generating means as taught by Taira for generating a start address of a program 
chain thereby accurately accessing the program chain and to produce claim 1 of the 
present application . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

9. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 7 directs t information stored on a 
medium. Since the information do not provide any functional interrelationship to the 
medium to control the medium or to access information on the medium, or impart to 
any structural software or hardware components to provide certain function that is 
processed by a computer , the information stored on the medium do not make them 
statutory . See MPEP 2100. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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